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Finance 930

Economic and Financial Education for Teachers

William B. Riley, Professor of Finance

Finance 930 is a three-hour professional development course taught from July 25th – December 11th. The course is taught intensively (45 hours) over a five-day period with speakers, class discussions, homework, and a pre-course and a post-course assignment. 

Assignment One:
Identify three areas of personal finance that you believe are most important for high school students in your county. Provide a brief discussion of why you believe they are important, i.e., what problems are caused by lack of knowledge in these areas? How would the future quality of life be enhanced if students had a better understanding of these topics? 

Hand in on Saturday July 30th or email to Dr. William Riley at wriley@wvu.edu
Assignment Two:
1. Go to Morningstar.com and register for free membership
2.  Select one 5 star growth mutual fund and on 5 star value mutual fund. 
a. What is the expense ratio for each fund?

b. What is the beta for each fund?

c. What is the minimum initial investment for each fund?

d. What are the sales fees associated with each fund?

e. What percent of each fund’s assets are in cash, stocks, bonds

f. What are each fund’s five largest stock investments?

3. Pick one stock from each mutual fund that has a connection to West Virginia.

For each stock find the

a. Price

b. Dividend

c. P/E ratio

d. Dividend yield

e. What does the company do?

f. Major competitor

g. Average total return in 2007, 2008, 2009

Hand in on Saturday July 30th or email to Dr. William Riley at wriley@wvu.edu
Assignment Three: 
Estimate your monthly living expenses – income and expenses for a typical month. A spreadsheet will be provided during class on Monday. Evaluate areas where you believe you can reduce expenditures. You can use this spreadsheet during the year to get an accurate indication of where your money is being spent.

Hand in on Saturday July 30th or email to Dr. William Riley at wriley@wvu.edu
Assignment Four:
Estimate your income and expenses for one year at your home in West Virginia and then perform a cost of living comparison to three other cities in the US. This exercise will be discussed in class on Monday.
Hand in on Saturday July 30th or email to Dr. William Riley at wriley@wvu.edu
Note all four assignments can be completed and handed in on Saturday July 30th or sent by email to Dr. Riley before December 11, 2011.

