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Be SAFE with SAIF

The market dives. The market climbs.
The market sinks again.

When and where will all this volatility
end?

So much is at stake these days in our
teeter-tottering financial world.

For seniors, these times are especially chal-
lenging as scammers hone their crooked
ways to relieve seniors of their retirement
investments.

Keep sharp and on your toes, warn West
Virginia State Auditor Glen Gainer’s field
representatives. The goal of Gainer’s reps
1s to present Seniors Against Investment
Fraud (SAIF) seminars in every county of
the state, and to recruit SAIF volunteers all
over West Virginia.

Indeed, Auditor Gainer, who also serves
as Securities Commissioner, has chosen se-
nior citizens as the highest priority group to
receive fraud prevention attention. Here’s
why — Last year, the state Securities Com-
mission received 191 formal complaints.
Of those, 140 came from seniors!

“Our presentations are available at no
charge to group meetings and other events
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in West Virginia,” Gainer said. “I want to
keep you informed of scams as we become
aware of them so you can pass them along
to the folks in your area.”

Auditor Gainer also wants victims of
securities fraud to feel comfortable report-
ing these crimes so that investigators can
find the culprits. Criminals target victims
from all walks of life. If you have been
scammed, you are not alone.

If you have a concern or suspicion, no-
tify the SAIF volunteer in your county. He
or she will discuss the situation with you
and help you decide whether to file a com-
plaint with the Securities Commission, like
90 seniors did in 2008.

Auditor Gainer is very thankful to the
volunteers. For the name of the SAIF vol-
unteer in your county, call Therese Cox toll
free at 1-877-982-9148 Ext. 2122.

- James Terango Director of Field Services
for State Auditor Glen B. Gainer III.

1-888-724-3982
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The Seniors Against Investment Fraud program is Meanwhile, here are the professional training consul-

designed to help seniors recognize, avoid and report  tants from the state Auditor’s Office. They are available
investment fraud. to present informative programs to your group.

After all, scammers consider seniors vulnerable
for these and other reasons: ***In Barbour, Braxton, Gilmer, Harrison, Lewis,

Marion, Monongalia, Preston, Taylor, Tucker, Upshur

---Seniors tend to be home more often. In today’s counties: contact James Terango, 304-627-2415,
mobile world, their other family members may live ~ Ext. 5112.
far away.

*#*In Berkeley, Grant, Hampshire, Hardy, Jefferson,
---Seniors tend to trust others. They may be easily Morgan, Mineral: Locke Wysong, 304-433-0010.

intimidated and less apt to be rude.
*#*[n Fayette, Greenbrier, Mercer, Monroe, Nicholas,

---Because they have been saving their money for Pendleton, Pocahontas, Raleigh, Randolph, Summers,
years, they may have substantial assets for Webster: Dale Usey, 304-646-7109.
retirement.

***In Boone, Lincoln, Logan, McDowell, Mingo,
So — before you invest, think about these four Wayne, Wyoming: JR Ellis, 304-539-9304.
important Cs:

***n Cabell, Jackson, Mason, Pleasants, Putnam,

CALL the Seniors Against Investment Fraud Tyler Wetzel: BB Smith, 304-545-7781.

Program first!

CONSIDER all your options. *#*In Clay, Calhoun, Kanawha, Roane and Wirt: Sonny
COMPARE the product to others. Crowder, 304-539-9316.

CONSULT with someone you trust.
***]n Brooke, Hancock, Marshall and Ohio: Kristin
If you believe you have been the target of invest-  Cross, 304-539-9308.
ment fraud, contact the SAIF volunteer in your
county or call 888-SAIF-WVA (888-724-3982) to **In Doddridge, Ritchie, Wood: Dave Shelene,
file a complaint. 304-494-5889.

Computer Users Beware

In my travels around our grand state to give Internet fraud presentations for Auditor Gainer, I have met some
very nice people in schools and senior centers.

The Internet is an amazing place to explore. But remember, the www at the beginning of many Internet ad-
dresses means World Wide Web. It really is worldwide. When you go online, you are connecting your computer
to those of everyone else in the world online. Some of them are not trustworthy people. You can and should
take precautions to protect yourself against unwanted intruders on your computer. In future articles, I will dem-
onstrate how to do that. I'll also attempt to keep you updated on the latest attempts by swindlers to steal what is
yours.

Many of our senior centers have computers that are connected to the Internet. Scammers know this and try
every way they can to steal your money. Seniors are especially vulnerable. Con artists will try to find something
you want or need and make you believe they can give it to you. Try to remember one thing -- if it sounds too
good to be true, it probably is.

In each of these quarterly newsletters, I will suggest an Internet site that is interesting and fun to explore. One
of my favorites is the “Astronomy Picture of the Day” site. Its Internet address is http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/.
Type this into the address bar (the space at the top of the page) and press “enter.” On this site, a different picture
will appear every day, replete with an astronomer’s description. Best of all, at the bottom of the page is a blue
word called “archive.” When you click this with the left button of your mouse, it will take you to a page with
links to hundreds of pictures dating back to 1995. Try clicking on some of these blue links. This is a great site
and you’ll see some wondrous photographs.

Also, check out http://seniors-site.com/funstuff/burma.html. This enjoyable site offers some of the old Burma
Shave rhymes.

In the next newsletter, I will have some more interesting information for you about the Internet, scams and some
surprising sites to explore. Until then, be SAIF!

F. David Shelene, Field Representative



